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lne alltt aelife ' i0UB services on Bljfe. wore held et the horr.es 

of -voter t *eale and David Gibson with the families of David Hannah 

and Joseph hannah attending 

Jiuiiig. David uibson settled on jsik in 18L3, 

Elia Robert Beale • In. 2 the year IB 2 7. Ministers el the g.ospel made 

X e home of nobert Beale a place of preaching. Dr. John uciilhenney, 
heva. nerr and William G. G amp „ ellj ploneerB of the rreEl)yterlt . n 

cnurch In this region, officiated at hie house and plerssnt, 
profitable nee tings rare the result, hobert Betle rae sincerely 

“ Ji i"t*Ui«E«*tl, Pious. Bis v ife vas ifery Vance Poa t e, daughter 
of icajor William Poage of Marline Button, and grantaughter of 
..illiam Poage, Sr. who with hisoeana .-vere among the founders of 

old oat Grove church and at whose hone so many religious services 

7ere held.lliefer to report for June 11 , lHiO-OhaptorB-Tlma Devoted 
to i-celigion) 

Robert Beale died in 183Z, and after that services v-ere r.ostl 


held at David Gibson, nis home rae alvayn open to the stranger tha 
r:.l£ht core along. ni £ confidences ^ere sometinea abused and impos¬ 
ition practiced upon him, hut that made no difference in his treat 
t;ent of others. For years his home ras at the service of the 


prescnere and thus most of the preaching on ill: res at his house. 

* it is believed by some that Joseph apnnnh hnd coritted to 
r:or;, or;/ the greater portion of the Mile for he could recite the 

“ r having special reference for the 
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801 a el>«t iJeale i n ... t . *° 5i 8attl * d OJJ *1* lu 181-3, 

u the year 18£7 ]u . 

home °* Robert Bo nle B Dl ' ' tew ° f the f^pel made 

-vs. x.„ ana 7«^- *• -*» ^ lhonney , 

ohuruh i« t jvg ro,-i m &.**,.« ' * ******* of the ^efojrteriwa 

^ b «% b ,:. c ;; lot8d ut «*« 
flJ ' J : :iou3. ai6 vj ,, .. . " flP 1 liitGiv.l- 

of^jor hiinae Boa g0 of '"** ^ ?0a -- &**&*•* 

" illio,a ^0, or. who with m b ' >U ° r ’ 6114 erfljidnuthter of 

.- - 

Vsrp ^U.IHafer to report f , " "° rQllfr3 ° U8 eervloep 

M*1«J " U * ly4 °- Uh «^r.-.,,., 

“ 0,M,rt Beale died in inv- 

- 1 J-Oo.. , and after * v„♦ 

— «**«.«**.«, bw , rei . ;. 

^ ii 

iUvi i^ectlced up an him but ° Ua ° d ' l!ld ln * ,oa - 

Ba,,t rr t ::::z . r,M 

praaoliero and thuc most of the 

-« bJ , w . zr ° n sii: 1 ° f “ mb ■ 

—^ 

“‘rlff-t" fv * )W8 , It , ° " r r«it. th. 

,. . ” n,M «'»«•»« far tk. 










w t r 


1,T ^t r«* ry rv\i 


\?\'nr *>*n 


W 1 


/ 


Israeli toe and of the Hrini u *. 1 i 

1 • d Land under oothua. He cav iri there 

i Hut toi-itiojiB of the li fe iiov to le lived bp ohrictJene 

11 M * uLt pleasures of his old age to repeet the Be 

n tivesr iii th6 preneiiufl -v-r i ^ ^ M . , , 

y ) if neighbors. ne preyed in the to:ie 

miJ rammer oi' o ljvinr rrv ^ , . , 

b ^mia to n kind md more loving fr.ther. 

Jailing t).e four years of the Civil War, no church services 
of any uiud vere held on iilk ae the Muttonsville Marline Bottom 
Turnpike which passes all the v-sy down Bit was the peesvay of 

marching armys and tush’hackers all during the war. Host of the men 
vere engaged on one side or the other and the people had little time 

to thi.ik of anything else hut to survive, in the period Just aftor 
the v ar, prayer anil class meetings vere held in the hones. In 13C8 
the Pleasant Valley school house vr-.s built in the lauds of John B. 

and kargaret Hannah and sometime thereafter a Sunday cchool was 
organized at the little school house. All church services v ere 

held in the school house from that time until 1888 when the church 
vgs built. 

Gilliam licBaughlin and william Gibson "ere the main ones 
w 

to sponsor the building of a church. They went into it together, 
hut Uciaughlin died before it vas completed and it was left to hr. 
Gibson to see that it was finished, he fiutneed it to the extent 

of more than v700., and had it named ilerys Ghapel in memory of hie 
mother llary sharp Gibson rife of David Gibson. 

t The deed for the lot ’ as riven h; william Gibson and hie 
"i:e Polly cibsou to Aadrev I'clmughlin, ~unuel 1*. .oore, Jacob u. 
.aoore, Jacob A. Idelaughlin, James Gibson, Jr., ^ilue chirp and 
-. > ^ing, trustees, end is dated kovernier k, 1888. 

it is deeded to the *recl)yteriane but to he open to all 
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other orthodox denominations when not 1 n use by He Presbyterians, 
.-.ccord .'u- to the do^d " If it ceaeeE to he uhoJ *» , ,,i,.ca of v-orrUp 

for five consecutive years by the people living in the vicinity 

then t.-;* title end rights herein granted and convened shall revert 

to said ..illioir, Uitson or his heirs.” 'fj.e lot consisted of .5 acre. 

«■ - 4olDei " c Gits °n hed et one time had in his po. t-eaion ell 
of his fathers old records concerning the building of the'church, 

but they '.ere all destroyed rhen his house vas burned a fev yen re 
£ ^°- Tne 011 clnss 1moks cannot be found either as the church has 
been used b; both Methodist mid Presbyterian ministers, but none 

of then * sen to have the old class book. Mower 1 di d take the 
old dun day school records which vers all in the church and *-ith 
the help of James and Boloert »iDson(Bona of -lUiem Gibs on) end of 
ilrs Sobert Gibson and Mrs. Porrest uibson, re rent through these 
records and got the names of those they knev had h«eil i embers of 
tne uMirch. They are as follows: Jenison Arbogaat, John Hannah , 

neimy a. iiannoh, George P. Hannah a local preacher. William H- 
Hannah. John IS. Hannah, Morris Brom, James b. Jackson, George L. 
uaimeh. 4li £ Hannah, Joseph H. Gibson, Hobert Gibson, o, rah Hannah, 

i,lliTy “ ibs0li ’ Jjcrtha °* u ‘ J iinah, Mary daeke on, Haney Hannah, 
c.arah J. ^rbogast, Huey A. uharp, Harsh H. Gibson, Urs. -tmuel 
Hennsh, Jane Jackson, ISaiaie Cleek, Mary Curry, ilenty Arbogatt, 

j “ rB * J5hu L ‘ u 8miah, David Hannah, Hester Hannah, dark kider, 
i,ir - • Wider, -amuel Haimnh, 


o&niuel Gibson and Word Hftimah vero for rsny years teechers 
in the ousi-loy school. People say that Jennas 1 Gibson rut? one of the 
he.;t tea chefs that the. ever had. He hold ounday school for years, 
fln -3 ;«fr f in the Pienrent Valley school houre. 




The tenant tfunfley duhn^i 

. ... . . h 1 eur °llJneat is GO but mostly 

children. Only a few of the . 1 ^ 

* J JQ °pj-e take mi interest in the 

oundi " uohoDl. 

UXeB «" lai =‘ *M»Dyteri.n minister to 

occupy the pulpit in this chu-ch i, v 

e ^es kfrd to retire be or use 

poor health and no othe- h»t- 

- -a.- been cent to take his place. The 

church is used entirely hv +•„« n *, ,. 

•' 6 M ethofliat ministers at the present 

T* “■ “ kagSS as «■ one. rhie church is on the 

-ire. circuit uni the ,» preachers that preach «t *lr. ; slv tf s 

preach at diary s Chapel. 

oarnuel Hannah v.'as for many years class leader in thir church. 


^roin History of Pocahontas-3?ri ee 

V Gourt Records 

V Robert Gibson 
llrs. Robert’Gibson 
Janes Gibson 

iirs. Forrest Gibson 
Sunday school records 
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JL’j BOOkc A? JBJ.Yo UiiATBL— nik 

JW in0e ola boo ^8 got there is e question. Calvin Trice eeye- 
* These bon.s were mostly published by the American Tract ^ooict; . 

6 iii t -.a last published date on any of them was 1040. The publi cation 

dates on those old boots in the aii- uVmreh n a • 

ljio umircn rande me believe the 

library vac brought to the community about c century Rgo through the 

* 

inilueuoe an! probably at the expense of my fathers aunt, Llary Vance 
roagc Beale, vho by a second marriage became the rife of Henry ti* 
—offett. he v&s the second clerl; of Pocahontas county. Incidentlly 
r.er grandson vr.s dames A. Uoffett of the Standard Oil Company. Her 
-One stood on the road hr If > rile southerst of Marys Chapel. ( dhe 
"cs the rife of Hobert Beale mentioned elsewhere in this report) 

HQbert and James Gibson do not think that idrs. Beale gave the 

1 ioks or ha 1 anything to do vit'n them, she died before the civil 

sr, and the; fed that if they had bean in the cor.tr.vaiity during 
the ' :.r that they v ould have been destroyed as very lit .le of the 

old things came through the var. They say there v tt no Sunday School 

and no place to have kept the books except in some hone. On the fly 
leaf of many of then is r Titten Tleaeant Valley Sabbath School, 
indicating that t 'ey v ere perhaps brought into the cotv ..unity after 

this school house ’ as b ilt in 1608. They say that the; knot that 

their broth r canuel tfibson made the hook case they r-re inland thi t 
they have drays Lean of the opinion that they "ere brought into 

the cor.:.uni l, at the expense of or through the influence of Mr. 
uibcon d rrin, the time he taught ounda; school in the fleest lit Wiley 

. jhool house. At /.ny rate he vts the one to use then, and they ernnd 

r .ember of over herring any of their foref 'TfaAAJ rey any t v inf ri out 

•' f .; n , i'.sii t- J.irs. Beale. They sti; that to «rn ”n f ^.-verl; 

' , , ivoriay £c>:o'l union, 

- • v.-.- Jhey "ere pub. by 4. -- - . . 


D kOOlia j\T 1/lAH'ij CHAP.jL 
d d Dl'J * t icn OV If* tl-f 

•-• names of these tld l.ooke fill l.e of 

S .iy value or notl b ut x f , m Belld then rajwny _ 

l.OonoUe Motions-, of the nlble-We Covel- 1839 

£.6 Jund8y School tinpinv,. 

llinp and Heading sooiiB-otephon Airby 

^.ihe Lost Day of the »-eek 
4 • ^ ie "eel Completed 

ine Ul " tor ^' kittle nenrj r.nd His Nearer 
6. -lice xirov.ii or the Patient aufferer 

‘ ‘' inter iJTeilill e conversation on the works of Uod(betreen a 

father and hie childrenJ 
The -ti'atel ladder or Henry Linford" 

■’ ° lABr ’ 1,951 ignsd to il'Luetrr. te the Jerieh Hie tor;; from CZ ii- -• 
to t.he Birth of Christ 

10. -xplenitor;- notes upon the Testament- John Wesley 

11. i^arj -rent or the secret rault 
1£. uiive wmith- Haul neck-1855 

lo. betters to students by Her. Baxter Hicuieon 
-‘lnethen, a narrative, 18£7 

lc. -bet it Alone Till Tomorrow, by u. r. nedell I 32 i> 
lt5. The hife of Thomas t. Thomason- Haul neck -1653 
17. Hgrting Advice To e Youth 
lc. The Christian Hiig r i m 

19. The 0„i y non. or the nistory oi Jounh Hons ana nis mother 

d ames w• Alexander 

20. neleu and her Cousin - ^aul Beck- 18S1 

£1. liBBolr of oerWe JJrinc.by urevill Evinglher hu.haud) 177S 
jlueo3ote8 01 ^isclonory Worthies in the Moravian uhuroh.lt;: 


23 * Th0 °hep^erd of S a ilBbt*y ±n aln . 

y. > * J - aln ~by namiBh Moore- 1835 

.4. J-emoir of ouscnimh ^li^ebeth hi v 

- l^eth iSiiigharn-icat. o Farr, one- 1836 

£5. The 'IVo Friends 

£6. xhe uyinc Bailor, or the ^ 

■-C viotin of Parental neglect, by 

ft ^tftte -^risoner-l8£8 
£?. The Pioneer -family 

28 * xhe Affectionate baughter-in- lav; - ' 

£9. Memoir of Mavid Brainerd- 1836 
, .30. xhe Peacemaker- 0. B. Tippett 
51. Jimma 8 nd Her iX urs e 
32. The emigrant Orphan 

55. Charles Clifford or the Children at liver Bank-James 
Alexander- 1834 

34. Memorial for a Sunday school cirl, 1798 

t 

.';5. The customs and Manners oi the Bedouin Arabs- Paul Beck-1857 

36. Fireside Conversations on some of the Principal Doctrines 
of the Bible 

37. History of the Mission to Orissa- Amos Sutton 

38. Cousin Clara or the oequel to Jillen Carrol 
b 9. The Bittle neceiver Reclaimed. 

40. History of the b'aldeneseee, from the earliest period to 
the present, 1350 

41. Memoir of Mary Anne Hooker 


42. Family Conversations on the Evidence; of levelstions• 
45. The Jive Apprentices, to v>hiuh is added the story of 

^d^ard Orarford. 


44. Life of oreorp.e Vrfishart, the Martyr 


ii'. “olan Mmirloo or iv,„ u 

Tho Teauher* Manual -U.. l. Lloyd 

Llf9 ° f ° olon ® 1 J anioti uurdinor- P. Doddridge D. D. 
4y * xhe '‘ondorful Machine . * 

^>0. xrnct x/iBtrtbutoro 


. • f>1 * UEee und Abll « n 3 of oundny school LiLmriee 

Mouthful Memoirs- Hov. W. Unrue \Mleon, ]». A. 

£3. The ocottiBh xnrmer 

* Die ilblo In True or Prophecy Compered vith nietor,’. - 
. sc - Memoir a of John urqunhrt 

36. The Youn# freethinker koclaimed 

L'i . idvee of Adam Wlle.oe mid V.alter Hill, Martyrt 


t . xhe firtl of April 

. J. -April -cool or xne -Uvila of uocoption 
60. My Grandfather Gregory 
63. xhe firct Day of the Weak. 

6... ucojjet i:i Goor^lo- l),y J-uabol Dryedr.le 

03. °.e] 1^1 ous fashions or the Hittory of Aunt- l'^t: ^horvooa 

- .. Memoir of JoiOjuo Wovly^Giipin, n monument of P» rcntrl 
-/■.ffoeti on to o jJear und Only won- .tov. Joohua Gilpin 

0f>. *>ano hud nor Toucher 


06 . The otor.v of the orobs— nuv xtobert ne^utaed 


67. nebrar one-tome 

Ch, xho niron 01 ul»mnu» nomnnur, lfrnntlUB, and Polyorrp 
O'j . Ohrlrtlnri w<rtyrs 




ica erawTorij 



70. " Brief i-omoir of Uthoiaod *n Lev 

71. The nost Child 


7£. The Happy C htloe £ thfl x > otter . g 
73. history of '-he Patriarch Ahrahum 


7.;. Boss of rive V.eeelyon Himmnrian in the Maria toil Koat- 
by Mrs. Jones 


"5. George Wilson and Hie Friend 


76. Julia, Changed 

77. The Vine and the Fig Tree ' 

78. 15 Methodist Hymnals 


79 • 12 Fsalinc and Hymnals 


30. Might Testaments 


The Mihle now in use was published in 1838 

"11 °f "the old Sunday Hchool records dating hack to 1870 


were there in the church. In 1876 there rase an enrollment 


of 40. The present enrollment is 50. 


Of course I didn't take time to read all of these 


old hooks, hut I did look through a fe v - of them. The one 
« 

".april Fool the H-vils of Deception” plainly trough out the idea 


that a person who played April Fool tricks v.ts not only a 


deceiver but an untruthful person as veil and that he endangered 


t e lives of his fellow men. All of then,I.think, trough out 
some religious teaching, and l belieVe that by reading then one 


could get a good viewpoint on the religious teachings of 


a hundred years ago. 


Those are small books- if around one hUn&ered pages,'with 


an oil fashioned brown cardboard covers. 
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OLD POORS ‘ eplhn - 

Some tfari. aPr 1 GrandUtbu Gregory 

Cl.»p.l, Ob E.r »rd“«| V f, r 61 Thc «*« I'*J of ll,« 

D ^.ir n “ ,u ceo,,t, *' ,,s utu ’ 

^hundred wen^pr’Jaerv^d bjokt 03 Rt,, Jftou* hash loos or tho IIU 
K a l ^. e T 0HI » '» S frjrtAn...* «, l6b .,.*d 

CUttf.n rl C , CLj iind 1,16 1Ule - t » >ub11 °* Mfrmo,rof Joshua Rowij Gil 

Yn . , ° n * n > of L,ieni IMG. P,n ' a Mo " UIu e r »t •>' P-reriUI A (Tret- 

, . ** ,ne L ‘ e loicreat U.ube ion to a Hear w.d Only Soo. bj R*v 
old books held for me. Joshua Gilpin 

The publication dates on those old fc5 Jane and Her Teacher 

tu*c<ks In the Elk church made mu lm- *Wi The Story of the Crow, bj Ret 


fc5 Jane and Her Teacher 
fW The Story of the Cr«*a, bj Rev- 


“glne the library was brought to the' Robert Ncwsiead 

,*!? ou * a ctnturj a*o .,7 Hebrew CuMomt 
ihrcuk.lt the Influence and probably at KA , lvft . . ou*—.. 
llie expense of mj faiiier,’* tunc, Mary '“l./"’* 'tf Ro,r “ D 

\ unce Poage Beale, who by a second ?" , d ^, 3 P 

marriage became the wife of Henry 09 Christian M .rtyrs 

M. MolTett. lie was the btcond clerk 70 A Brief Memoir o 

of Pocfthoiiltts County. Incidentally. All Bey 
her grandson was Jaxes A Mollelt. 71 The Lost Child 

of tl.e Standard Oil Company. Her 72 - The Happv Choice 


Christian Martyrs 
A Brief Memoir of Mahomed] 


home stood on the road j i.a.f mile Common 


. 72* The Happy Choice of the Pot 


southeast of Marys Cl a pel. 


73 History of the Patriarch Ab 


Colonel and Mrs Beale settled on ra t> 3 !H 

the Old yield Fork of Elk MRU tfur 74 ^ of KivP w „ , yul MUvlot. 

brought with 1iidj a nuiLber of colored > ' 
servants, among them Ilia Browus. 

Me was doing a great work opening up 
a blir planlatlao. when he was taken 
ly death at a comparative early age 
This home was the place of preach 
Ing by Dr. McElhenny and other pi¬ 
oneer minis Lera. Toe £>obbaLli ii«y 
were mostly spent in prayer meetings 
and Sabbath school set vices. 


I told Mis Juanita Dillcj, of the 


5 Georg* Wilson anr^ Ills Friend 


7C Jvilla. Change 1 


The Vine and the Fig Tree 


8 Flfle n Methodist Hymnals 


y Twelve P&tlois sod Hymnals 


feC« Eight TestifLenta 


The Bible now In use was publish 


ed in it>5>8. 

All of the old Sui day School Rfe- 


history writers pr. j cl about the old cords dating back to l*.i» wire there 
library. She iivvesitgati d and most I in the chuicU. 

kindly gave me the lis,t of the books. | The roll fo* 1*7C *1 owed an enroll 
and here LI ey are: 


OLD LOOKS AT UA LVS Cn APEL 1 u ' enl ls 

♦ 

1 Concise Dicticnary or the Bible, 
by James Covel. 1*39 

2 l> Surday School Spelling and 
Heading Books, by Stephen Kirby 

3 The Last Day of the Week 

4 The Week Computed 

5 The History of Little Henry and 
1116 Bearer 

6 Alice Blown or the Patient Su 
ferer 

7 Winter Evenlrg- Conversation 
on the Works of God (between a lath 
er and bis children) 

8 The Fatal Ladder or Harry Lin 
ford. 

Omar, Des'g ed to illustrate the 
Jewish History from 11 C 03 to live 
Birth of Christ 

10 Explanatory Notes Upon The 
New Testament, by John Wesley. 

11 Mary Grant or The Secret Fault 

12 Chive Smith, by Paul Beck, 1835 

13 belters to Students, by Rot 
B axter Dickinson 

14 Elnathan, a Narrative, 1827 
10 Let It Alone Till Tomorrow nr 

The History of Robert Benton by G 
T. Bedell, 1829 

If. The Life of Tlmnou T. Thom 

issoii, by Paul Beck, 1633 

17 P art Ing Advice To A Youth 
1$_ The Christian Pilgrim 


The roll fo- 1$7C vhowed »n enroll¬ 
ment of 40. The present enroll 
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.1 itnos W A lv*,V.,r r ll,er> by 1; "‘ 
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^ “‘“nan Moore, 1833 

** J i he Tw o Friends 

*?" ^‘"K Slllor , or the Vie 
t »«'«*. by . Slate 


Prisoner. 1828 " V| UJ * aiau 

27 The Pioneer Family 
2S The Affectionate Daughter In 


Memoirs of David Bralnerd 


30 The Peacemaker, by C. B 
Tippett 

31 Emma and Her Nurse 

32 The Emigrant Orphans 

33 Charles Clifford or .The Child 
ren at River Bank, by James Alex 
ander, 1834 


34 Memorial for a Sunday School 
Girl, 1798. 


t 35 The Customs and Manners of 
] the Bedouin Arabs, by Paul Beck. 

U 1837. 

| 36 Fireside Conveisatlons on some 

Hof the Principal Doctrines of the Bi¬ 
ble. 

37 history of the Mission to Or¬ 
issa, I y Amos Sutton 

38 Cousin Clara or the Sequel to 
Ellen Carrol 

39 The Little Deceiver Reclaimed 

40 History of the Waldenesses, 
from the earliest period to the pres¬ 
ent, 1830 

41 Memoir of Mary Anne Hooker 

42 Family Conversations on the 
Evidences of Revelation. 

43 The FIve Apprentices, to which 
Is added the hlslory of Edward Craw¬ 
ford 

44 Life 'of George Whhart, The 
Martyr 

45 ITelen Maurice or the Benefit 
of Early Religious Instructions, by a 
Sunday School Teacher 

4(> Memoirs of Henry Obookiah, a 
member of the foreign School, died in 
1818 

47 The Life of Colonel James Gar¬ 
diner—by P. Doddridge. D. D. 

48 The Teachers Manual, by W. 
L Lloyd 

49 The Wonderful Machine 

50 Tract Distributors 

51 Uses and Abuses of Sunday 
School Libraries 

52 Youthful Memoirs, by Rev W. 
Car us Wilson, M. A. 

53 The Scottish Farmer . 

54 The Bible Is True or Prophecj 
Compared With History 

55 Memoirs of John Drquahart 
50 The Young Freethinker Re 

claimed. 

57 Lives of Adam Wallace and 
Walter Mill. Mnrf.rra 


